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Many studies on journalism, or "news" (Charron and Bonville, 2004), focus on a single legal-
cultural aspect of journalistic practice: the citizen's freedom of expression and opinion.

This issue focuses on journalism as an extension of the right to report news freely, implying
not only the freedom to inform, but also the freedom to seek information in a systematic
manner and make a professional activity out of it. Reporting as a professional practice has
always entailed risks, and yet today seems fraught with new dangers.

These dangers reflect the concerns that are emerging about the democratic state itself, and the
reality of freedom of expression and freedom of the press in particular. The assumption that
democracy is growing steadily worldwide, and improving in quality within each liberal
democratic state, is contradicted by the facts. The issues facing media and news is an indicator
in itself.

Three features of the contemporary world raise relevant, if not urgent, questions related to the
relationship between journalism, dangers and risks.

The most visible is the state's decline, made apparent by its inability (and the masking of this
impotence) to intervene in many transnational activities that render daily life highly unstable:
capital volatility leading to sudden closures or relocations of sources of employment and
disastrous inventory shortages; criminal international trade in arms, prostitution, organs and



children; and the proliferation of low-intensity conflicts between states and civil wars. This
unstable environment increases, stimulates or causes in many parts of the world, socio-
political environments replete with corruption, illegal and immoral trafficking, impunity of
violence, and physical insecurity for all — not the least for the journalists who report on these
issues.

A second feature is the global reorganization of labour (including in the media houses) in a
transnational economy that imposes both regional specialization and corporate labour
management practices also characterized by instability: outsourcing, temporary contracts,
part-time employment and piecework. Journalism also becomes a theatre of freelancers,
autonomous or entrepreneurial, but still less protected, plunged into insecurity and
professional isolation (as theorized by Ulrich Beck, 2001 and Anthony Giddens, 1991).

A third is the expansion of surveillance of individual's activities beyond traditional
information and intelligence gathering through the deployment of digital monitoring and
profiling systems whose observation loci are occupied, not only by states, but also by private
mega-corporations. This produces public and private "sources" armed with more and more
information about journalists themselves, and the increased likelihood that this information be
used to pressure them more or less openly, or punish them.

This new context calls for an examination of journalism from new perspectives. We suggest
three:

1) What counter-strategies is journalism deploying or developing to compensate for the
decline (and corruption) of states challenged by the international banditry and armed conflicts
sprouting up everywhere? For example, do journalists create alliances with other actors,
themselves confronted with these problems, to enable them to report without undue risk?

2) What strategies are being implemented to alleviate the precariousness of the journalist in an
organization of labour which transfers on him or her alone the management and the
consequences of business risks, trials, errors and failures, as well as professional future and
security?

3) What use do journalists make of the electronic monitoring means at their disposal: drones,
GPS, databases, etc? And how do they defend against the use of such tools against them? For
example, how do they negotiate with institutional sources (governments and organizations)
which manage the communication of risk in order to prevent/manage events by neutralizing
the effects of critical journalism?

Proposals may provide full or partial answers to any of these questions. Case studies are
welcome. Studies of what journalists wish for, believe, relate and dream about any of these
topics could be relevant. Reminders of procedures and practices journalists developed in the
past to "deal with" certain risks and dangers may be illuminating. Treatises addressing the
relevancy of any of these issues in a country or in a geographic area are perfectly suited.
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