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Proximity media are facing tough times. The small size of these news organizations in many
countries makes them the most vulnerable actors to the crisis within the media industry. Local
newspapers are often struggling to balance their print and online strategies. Digital television has
problems to consolidate even in areas like Catalonia where local broadcasters have a long-standing
tradition, while in the UK its viability at the proximity level is dubious even before it is established.
In a moment of a dire general economic crisis, even the survival of local radio stations is at stake.
At the same time, professional newsrooms have definitely lost the monopoly of information
production. The voices participating in the local public spheres multiply online: social networks,
websites, blogs and mobile apps help citizens share news and debates that are related to their
community. These contributions are usually very weak in organizational and financial structure, but
they definitely oblige to rethink the dimensions of local news ecosystems. Traditional local news
media have reacted to this active audience by incorporating participation spaces to their online
presence, but they have serious structural problems in addressing the immediacy, ubiquity and
proximity of amateur initiatives.
This issue of About Journalism – Sur le journalisme – Sobre jornalismo wants to foster the necessary
reflection on the shifting landscape of local journalism and its implications for democracy. The fact
that there is still no clear business model for online news, combined with the crisis of traditional
media and the rise of the active audience, is menacing the existence of proximity media and that
may have a profound impact on the health of community life and local politics. Many local
communities risk being left without professional news about their worries and the events in their
vicinity, but in many cases emergent (often non-profit) initiatives are filling that gap with a new set
of skills and practices that deserves the attention of research. The configuration of local public
spheres may change dramatically, and there is a need to explore possible solutions to foster
cohesion, plurality, and deliberation in our local communities.
Contributions to the issue may combine empirical evidence and theoretical insights to analyze the
current challenges of local journalism. We would like the combination of articles to portray the
diversity of cultural, socio-economic and regulatory contexts in different parts of the world. More
specifically, we invite research focusing on a combination of the following aspects:

•

The evolving role of professional journalism in the production of the public sphere, as well
as of the significance of the boundaries between professionals and other actors in local
news production. This could include exploring the reorganization of the interactions
between the different actors of the local public sphere, the articulations between traditional
journalistic functions and social media dynamics, and the changes in the identities and news
practices of professional journalists, their sources and their publics.

•

Attention to the nature and implications of changes and/or continuities in the content of
news in local communities, whether this news is produced by established or newer players,
or combinations of (dominant, residual, or emergent) producers of local information
within the new local news networks.

•

New business models aimed at local media sustainability, their strengths and their
weaknesses, and their implications for the production, distribution and use of local news.
This may include evaluating how and/or whether the socio-economic configuration of
local news projects fosters vibrant local communities.

•

Considerations of the media policies which regulate local media ecosystems, analyses of
how they are evolving (if at all), consideration of the factors which shape the decisions of
law makers, and assessments of the consequences for local news.

•

Interrogation of the implications of the involvement of the publics in supporting local
media (be they private, public or third tier) through financial means (crowdfunding,
audience co-operatives, subscription) or through the (co)production of content.
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Online submission of full articles (30.000 to 50.000 characters, including references and
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Articles may be written in English, French, Portuguese or Spanish.

The articles will be subject to ‘double-blind’ assessments; they should include theoretical
references, research methods and a corpus reference.
About journalism – Sur le journalisme – Sobre jornalismo is indexed on the following academic
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